
Date:  September 18, 2015 
 

To:  Hospital Pharmacy Directors, Public and Private Hospitals 
  Designated Managers, Community Sterile Compounding Pharmacies 
  Designated Members, Drug Preparation Premises 
 

From:  Marshall Moleschi, CEO and Registrar 
  Ontario College of Pharmacists  
 

Subject: OCP Follow-up to FDA warning issued for Becton-Dickinson (BD) Syringes 
 
 

As is our responsibility as regulator for the profession of pharmacy, the Ontario College of 
Pharmacists is closely monitoring the situation relating to the recent US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) advisory warning of issues relating to Becton-Dickinson (BD) Syringes. 
The advisory warns of a potential for reduced drug potency of certain medications that have 
been prepared in advance and stored in specific lots of BD syringes.  
 

College Expectations 
The issuance of advisories regarding important issues relating to drugs or devices is not 
unusual. The expectation of the College is that all pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, 
particularly those in leadership roles, appropriately respond to these alerts in a timely manner.  
 

A review of current practices in this area must be undertaken, and any necessary adjustments to 
policies and procedures should be made to minimize ongoing risk to patients and enhance the 
safe and effective delivery of pharmacy services.  
 

College Monitoring and Next Steps 
An evaluation of processes and procedures that relate to safe and effective compounding, 
repackaging and storage of medication for administration is a key focus of routine practice 
assessments, which now include hospital pharmacies. 
 

The College is establishing a small working group of practitioners with specific expertise that 
will review current standards and provide recommendations or guidance to enhance safe 
practice. The College will continue to monitor this situation and provide updates as necessary.  
 

 
 
Marshall Moleschi 
CEO and Registrar, Ontario College of Pharmacists 
 

c:  Denise Cole, Assistant Deputy Minister, Health Human Resources Strategy Division 
 Suzanne McGurn, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ontario Public Drug Programs Division 
 Rob Campbell, Director, Ontario Public Drug Programs Division 


